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Items  of  interest 
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Today's  news  letter  from  Washington  takes  us  across  the  country,  from  New 
England  to  California.     We  shall  make  two  stops  —  one  at  the  Soston  Station 
of  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration,  the  other  at  the  San  Francisco  Station. 

Boston  Station  reports  the  story  of  a  much- to-be-pi  tied  woman  of  New  Eng- 
land, who  has  cataracts  on  both  eyes  —  the  result  of  taking  a  reducing  prepara- 
tion containing  the  dangerous  drug,  dinitr^cresol.     Quoting  our  correspondent 
directly: 

"Mrs.  B. ,  a  New  Englander,  aged  33,  has  cataracts  on  both  eyes.     In  193^> 
she  had  perfect  vision.     That  was  before  she  started  to  reduce,  by  using  a  pre- 
paration called  Formula  281.     Now  her  vision  is  so  impaired  that  she  must  be  led 
around.     After  she  had  used  the  preparation  for  a  little  over  a  year,   she  became 
weak,  had  dizzy  spells,  and  double  vision.     She  stopped  taking  the  preparation, 
and  her  weight  returned'  to  what  it  was  before  sne  started  the  treatments  with 
Formula  281. 

"Mrs.  B. ,  when  questioned  about  a  letter  of  hers  the  firm  was  using  in 
its  pamphlet,  stated  that,  soon  after  she  began  using  Formula  281,   the  manufac- 
turer wrote  to  her,  asking  for  information  on  results.     At  that  time  she  had 
lost  some  weight,  and  was  impressed  by  tne  simplicity  of  the  method,  and  the 
safety  claimed  for  it.     She  answered  tne  letter  in  longhand.     She  requested  that 
the  letter  no t  be  used  as  a  testimonial. 

"The  testimonial  that  appeared  in  the  pamphlet  was  a  copy  of  a  typewri  tt  en 
letter.     The  last  package  of  Formula  281  shipped  to  Mrs.  B.  was  returned  by  her 
husband,  who  wrote  across  an  order  blank  that  he  was  returning  this  lot,  and 
would  accept  no  more  because  it  was  damaging  his  wife's  health.     The  manufacturer 
continued  to  use  her  testimonial. 


"In  December,   the  manufacturer  of  Formula  281  was  prosecuted  in  Federal 
Court  at  Chicago  for  the  shipment  of  products  labeled  with  false  and  fraudulent 
therapeutic  claims.     The  firm  pleaded  nolo  contendere,  and  was  fined  fifty 
dollars.     Formula  281,   claimed  to  be  entirely  safe ,  contained  dinitrocresol. 

"When  customers  wrote  to  the  shipper,  and  complained  that  their  eyes  and 
skin  turned  yellow  after  they'd  used  Formula  281,  they  were  told  that  this  was 
merely  a  temporary  condition,  and  that  they  could  continue  the  use  of  the  prepar- 
ation without  fear  of  harmful  results. 
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''Nd  doubt  Mrs.  B.  of  New  England,  believed  this.     She  probably 
did  not  know  that  the  preparation  contained  dini trocresol.     She  most  certainly 
did  not  know  that  dini  tro phenol  and  dini  trocresol  may  be  the  cause  of  blindness  - 
sometimes  the  cause  of  death. " 


That's  our  first  news  item.     Wow  let's  go  across  country  to  the  San 
Francisco  Station  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration.     And  here,  I'm  glad  to  say 
is  the  answer  to  a  question  somebody  asked  me  just  the  othor  day  • —  Has  the 
situation  in  the  Far  East  any  effect  on  the  volume  of  foods  coming  into  San 
Francisco  from  the  Orient?     The  answer  is  No.    But  let's  continue  with  today's 
news  letter; 


"The  Ear  Eastern  disturbance  has  had  no  effect  whatever  of  reducing  the 
volume  of  Oriental  foodstuffs  offered  for  entry  at  San  Erancisco  port.     If  any- 
thing,  the  volume  is  now  greater  than  formerly,  the  only  difference  being  that 
Chinese  products  are  now  being  shipped  from  Hongkong. 

"Shipments  of  lychee  nuts  from  China  still  continue;  also,  shipments  of 
chestnuts  from  Japan.     San  Erancisco  Station  reports  tftat  only  one  lo t  of  Japan- 
ese chestnuts,  of  the  fourteen  lots  examined,  was  detained,     The  samples  examined 
represented  65,000  pounds  of  nuts. 

"Here's  another  interesting  import  —  dates  from  Iraq.     Out  of  11,500 
70-pound  cases  offered  for  entry,  around  3>300  had  to  be  detained,  because  of 
infestation.     Which  isn't  surprising,   considering  the  fact  that  when  dates 
travel  from  Iraq  to  San  Erancisco,  they're  on  the  way  about  six  weeks,  most  of 
the  time  traveling  through  a  warm  climate. 

"The  next  import  item    involves  two  shipments  —  U,800  pounds  —  of  dried 
mushrooms  from  Yugoslavia  and.  Lithuania.     These  didn't  measure  up  so  well  — 
about  half  of  them  were  rejected. 


"Other  imports  examined  at  the  San  Erancisco  port  included  small  shrimp 
packed  in  Norway  and  Sweden  and  canned  tunno  from  Portugal.  11 

Our  third  and  last  item  —  and  you'll  admit  this  is  an  unusual  bit  of 
news  —  takes  us  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  where  State  authorities  have 
warned  seafood  dealers  that  they  can't  sell  their  oyster  and  have  it  too.  This 
warning  followed  complaints  that  merchants  were  resorting  to  common  household 
shears  to  make  two  oysters  out  of  one  large  one.     According  to  our  correspondent, 
this  is  the  first  discovery  of  a  scheme  to  get  around  the  State  law  that  requires 
the  sale  of  oysters  by  number. 


